Uncle Vanya by Anton Chekhov (Directed by Linda Mussman; starring 
Blair Anthony as Dr. Astrov, Stacy Palmer as Marina, Robert Balder- 
son as Vanya, William C. Donavan as Alexander, Steve Anderson as 
Waffles, Janice Kay Young as Sonya, Mary Armstrong as Yelena, 

Erma Bostik as Marya; Time and Space, Ltd., January 31, 1976) 
Addition/subtraction: subtraction/addition and it is getting on 
toward three o'clock and it is late at night and it is early after- 
noon and it is an autumn evening in four acts Uncle Vanya: Scenes 
from Country Life in Four Acts and the linear temporal structure 

of empirical reality is regarded by the principal characters herein 
as destructive (Serebryakov: "Damned, detestable old age. .. All 
your life you work for art, you get accustomed to your study, to 
your audience, to the esteem of your venerable colleagues. .. and 
suddenly, for no conceivable reason, you find yourself in a mauso- 
leum. . ."; Voinitski: "I'm forty-seven years old now. . . I'm so 
annoyed and resentful at how stupidly I've let time slip by, when 

I might have had everything that is now denied me in my old age!"; 
Yelena: "I'm dying of boredom, I don't know what to do with myself. 
It's already September. How will we ever live through the winter 
here:"; Astrov: "Yes. . .In the course of the last ten years I've 
become another man. You know why? I'm overworked, Marina. I'm on 
my feet from morning till night, I get no rest. And late at night 
I lie under the blankets afraid I'll get dragged off to see a 
patient. In all the time we've know each other, I've never had one 
free day. No wonder I'm growing old. And my life is boring, 


stupid and grubby. . . it drags you down. I'm surrounded by mis- 
fits; you live around them for two or three years and without your 
knowing it, you become a misfit, too. There's no escaping it.") 


The linear temporal structure of empirical reality and the Russian 
forests are disappearing "The Russian forests are trembling under 
the ax, millions of trees are dying, the homes of birds and beasts 
are being destroyed, rivers are getting shallow and drying up, 
wonderful landscapes are disappearing, never to return, and all 
because people in the forest haven't sense enough to stoop down 
and pick up the peat from the ground. . . There are fewer and 
fewer forests, the rivers are drying up, wild game is becoming 
extinct, the climate is spoiled and every day the earth gets 
poorer and uglier." The linear temporal structure of empirical 
reality and Alexander Serebryakov, Ivan Voinitski and Mikhail 
Astrov each in his own way attempts to transcend the linear temporal 





